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• 30 • • 31 •

Friedrichstraße  
East Berlin 1960

You could 
put it that  

way.

herr Metzner, 
are you a pacifist?
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• 32 • • 33 •

Well, 
there you are:  
we have very  

different views  
on this  
subject.

To my mind peace has to be safeguarded -  
by force of arms, if necessary.

After the war you were officially  
recognised by our state authorities as 

a persecutee under the Nazis.

Do you  
still have that  

honour?

No, it was  
rapidly withdrawn.

So sorry 
about that.

And do you know why?

I was given to  
understand that my  

oppositional activities  
during the Nazi era hadn’t  
gone on for long enough,  

and that in addition my  
choice of career didn’t  

fit in with the new  
social order. 
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Is that so?  
How very  

unfortunate …

… - but on the other hand it is important that we in 
the German Democratic Republic take care to distin- 

guish between a juvenile prank, as we might call it,  …

  … and a genuine   
  antifascist act.  

You surely  
understand 
that, do you  

not?

All of sudden there was a roaring sound in 
my ears that kept getting louder and louder. 
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RESISTANCE
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CRACKLE

CRACKLE

• 38 • • 39 •

AND FOR THAT TO HAPPEN, HITLER HAD TO GO.

Let’s get 
rid of him!

Jochen,  
did you write that?!

Who else if  
not me?!

It was our firm belief that  
the war had to end at long last.

Our group came together in summer 1943.

Lousy 
reception on 
foreign radio 

stations

PeaceFreedomHitler’s reign of terror 
must end 
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Do not

Listening to foreig n radio stations is a  crime that undermines the security of our nation.  By order of the Führer any offences will be  punished with severe jail sentences.

forget

• 40 • • 41 •

Oh,  
are they  

just? We’ll  
soon show  
them what’s 

what.  

But I’ll only believe he’s really dead  
when I’ve seen his body.

 The Hitler  
 Youth people  

are saying  
you’ve changed  

since your  
brother fell.

What?!

Attention, attention! This  
is Free German Radio,  

broadcasting from Moscow.  
We call on all Germans to 

take up arms against  
Nazi barbarism.

Turn it up a bit 
please, Uncle 

Harry.

We rejected violence and acts of sabotage. We chose instead to inform and enlighten.

To find out more than the Nazis permitted you to 
know, you had to listen to foreign radio stations. It was risky.

Hello,  
this is Radio  
Beromünster  

in Switzerland.

Normal  
German radio

Radio with  
international   

      reception

Jochen’s managed to 
get a better radio
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Dit  
dit   
 dit

da 

“This 
is the national 

programme from  
London.”

“We are 
now bringing you 

 a special message from 
America addressed to the  

German people by Thomas Mann,  
the greatest German  

author of this  
century.”

“It is a 
warning  
voice.”

“A 
warning is  

the only thing a  
German such as I  

can offer you  
today.”

“With 
a man  

like Hitler there  
can never be peace!  
Because he is totally  

incapable of embracing  
peace, and because it is a  
sick, vile lie whenever  

he speaks  
of it.”

“Listeners in Germany,  
what I have to say to you from 
far away may already have been 
conveyed to you by others. Now 

you can hear me say it with 
my own voice - the voice of a 

friend, a German voice, the voice 
of a Germany that in the past 
presented - and in the future 

will again present - a face quite 
different from the ghastly  
Medusa’s mask inflicted  

on it by Hitlerism.”

“To warn  
you, dear fellow 

Germans, is surely to 
reinforce your own 

dire suspicions. I can 
do no more.”

“This 
is Moscow  
calling!”

“We are 
bringing you a brief 

call to action from the 
manifesto of the National  

Committee for a Free  
Germany.”

“Pay 
careful  

attention,  
German  

soldiers!”  

“The facts speak for  
themselves: the war is lost! If the 

German people carry on being spineless 
and gutless enough to let themselves be 

herded into countless barracks, then Hitler 
will fall only at the hands of the Allies. 

And that would mean the end of our 
state and of our freedom as  

a nation.”

“It would  
mean our fatherland  

being broken  
into pieces.” 

“If the German people find the courage to act,  
however, they will gain the right to determine their own future and  

to be heard in the world. This is the only means of ensuring the survival 
of the German nation and salvaging its freedom and its honour. A free 
Germany: that is our sole objective. Soldiers and officers, wherever you 
may be: you have your weapons! Stay fully armed! Be brave and organise 

yourselves in secret under leaders fully conscious of their responsibilities 
and at one with you in the fight against Hitler - the only path to peace 
and to the recovery of our fatherland. The fight for a free Germany 
demands courage, vigour and determination - especially courage! Time 

is running out, action is needed right now. Anyone who stands by Hitler 
out of fear, faint-heartedness or blind obedience is a coward helping to 
bring catastrophe upon the German nation. But those who set the needs 
of the nation above the orders of the Führer and devote both life and 

honour to their people are courageous in their actions and will help to 
save their fatherland from the deepest ignominy in its history. Let us fight 

for our people and our fatherland, against Hitler and his war; for an 
immediate peace; for the deliverance of the German people; for a free and 

independent Germany!  -  National Committee for a Free Germany.”

CRACKLE

CRACKLE

• 42 • • 43 •
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There were five of us.

Jochen kept us going. He got us to share his  
enthusiasm for the independence movement  
in India. He could be incredibly persuasive.

Joachim - up until then one of the  
staunchest members of the Hitler Youth 
at our school - became his adjutant.

Gerd, an intellectual type and the son of a  
businessman, initially intended to turn us in, but 
having thought it over for a while he decided that 
he, too, would take part in the leafleting campaign.

Helmut, a Catholic and a decent sort with a  
sense of humour, was mistrustful of Joachim 

to begin with.

I typed out the leaflets on a portable 
typewriter. The five of us were … ... the Erfurt cell of the National Committee for a Free Germany.
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    National Committee  

for a Free India          

      
      

Germany

            
 When

       then
    if

has

BLARE

BLARE

CRACKLE

CRACKLE

• 46 • • 47 •

We held our meetings either in an attic room at the local commercial college,  
in various cafés in the town, or ...

... in  Jochen’s digs.

Gentlemen,  
I really must ask you to  

turn that gramophone down. 
I’ve had complaints from the 

other tenants. This is a  
respectable lodging house,  

Herr Bock.

Sister Olga, we’ll mend  
our ways, I swear we will. Our 
sole aim in listening to the  

music was to prepare ourselves 
for more noble endeavours.

Where are the others?

They should 
be here any 

minute.
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 Greetings, fellow  
  citizens of a free  

India!

India,  
my foot.  
This is  
about  

Germany.

You’ll have to take down 
that picture of the guru, or  

we’ll be in deep trouble  
with Sister Olga.

Subhas Bose is meant to inspire us.  
It’s magnificent the way the Indians are  

fighting back against the British. We need 
to start fighting back as well!

Ok, but  
how’s that  
supposed to 

happen?

We use leaflets! I heard about it on the 
radio. The National Committee for a Free 
Germany is even providing wording for us 
to duplicate. They quote German soldiers, 

and they certainly know what’s what!

Karl, read out what we’ve  
put together so far!

We call upon the 
German people  

to act...

Greetings!

Wow, that’s talking  
mighty big!

Just listen  
first!

Do we really need to include all that stuff 
about the Atlantic Charter?

I’m all for it - it deals with the right  
of nations to self-determination. 

But perhaps we should also think about  
declaring our commitment  

to democracy.

Democracy means  
chaos. I’m in favour  

of military rule myself.
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We thought it was high time to act. The war had gone forth from Germany,  
and to Germany it had now returned. You’ve 

completely 
re-written 

it!

Five clear,  
straightforward  
sentences are all  
that’s needed.

It’s much  
too complicated.

And that  
definitely has  
to come out!

Where on earth  
are we going to distribute 

the leaflets?

I’ve had a 
good idea.

Sure

Shhh!! 
Tell me  
later.

Men and women of Germany!
Today for the first time the National Committee for a Free 

Germany is speaking to you directly rather than through radio 

broadcasts. All decent, right-thinking men and women in this 

German nation of ours are hereby called upon to rise up against 

the war criminals! The National Committee for a Free Germany 

demands those things that we all desperately need, namely:

      1. Peace!     2. Freedom!   3. Bread! 4. An end to Hitler’s reign of terror!
 5. The immediate ending of this ‘total war’, which is ‘total’ 

    only for us - the workers, the farmers, the soldiers.

 6. We also demand the following: 
    Recognition of the Atlantic
   government in German
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Karl and Gerd,  
that’s going to be your job.  

Then we’ll surreptitiously distribute  
the leaflets around the town and in the areas  
where commercial college students live. And at  

the same time, see if you can recruit new members!

And what  
happens if we’re 

caught?

That’ll  
be the end 

of us!

   This final  
 version is now  

going to be  
duplicated.

Karl,  
what’s that 

you’re  
typing?

Are you mad? 
You’ll end up getting all of us 
sent to a concentration camp!

No, Dad, don’t  
do that!

“We demand  
free express ion in 
the press etc. , just  
l ike they have in  
democracies ! ”

Leaflets, all  
of them typed  

by hand

How did things go  
in the surround- 

ing area?
Fine -  

no one was 
caught.

Tomorrow,  
gentlemen,  
Erfurt will  

wake from its  
slumbers!
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Now!
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