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SMOKE AND
MIRRORS



FRIEDRICHSTRASSE
EAST BERLIN 7960

HERR METZNER,
ARE YOU A PACIFIST?

YOU COULD
PUT IT THAT
WAY.
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TO MY MIND PEACE HAS TO BE SAFEGUARDED - po rou NO, IT WAS

WELL, ¥ : BY FORCE OF ARMS, IF NECESSARY. STILL HAVE THAT
THERE YOU ARE: Dot | 15 HONOUR? RAPIDLY WITHDRAWN.

WE HAVE VERY
DIFFERENT VIEWS
ON THIS
SUBJECT.

AND DO YOU KNOW WHY?

SO SORRY
ABOUT THAT.

AFTER THE WAR YOU WERE OFFICIALLY
RECOGNISED BY OUR STATE AUTHORITIES AS
A PERSECUTEE UNDER THE NAZIS.

| WAS GIVEN TO
UNDERSTAND THAT MY
OPPOSITIONAL ACTIVITIES
DURING THE NAZI ERA HADN'T
GONE ON FOR LONG ENOUGH,
AND THAT IN ADDITION My
CHOICE OF CAREER DIDN'T
FIT IN WITH THE NEW
SOCIAL ORDER.
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«.. = BUT ON THE OTHER HAND IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WE IN
THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC TAKE CARE TO DISTIN-
GUISH BETWEEN A JUVENILE PRANK, AS WE MIGHT CALL IT, ...

IS THAT SO?
HOW VERY
UNFORTUNATE ...

.. AND A GENUINE
ANTIFASCIST ACT.
YOU SURELY
UNDERSTAND
THAT, DO YOU
Nor?

ALL OF SUDDEN THERE WAS A ROARING SOUND IN
MY EARS THAT KEPT GETTING LOUDER AND LOUDER.
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RESISTANCE



Lousy
reception on
foreign radio
stations

OUR GROUP CAME TOGETHER IN SUMMER 1943.

LET'S GET
RID OF HIM!

JOCHEN,
DID YOU WRITE THAT?!

i
)

IT WAS OUR FIRM BELIEF THAT
THE WAR HAD TO END AT LONG LAST.

© 2018 avant Verlag / © 2019 Litrix.de




THE HITLER
YOUTH PEOPLE
ARE SAYING
YOU'VE CHANGED
SINCE YOUR
BROTHER FELL.

0

ey
r
Pl

BUT I'LL ONLY BELIEVE HE'S REALLY DEAD
WHEN I'VE SEEN HIS BODY.
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OH,

ARE THEY
JUST? WE'LL
SOON SHOW
THEM WHAT'S

WHAT.

ATTENTION, ATTENTION! THIS
IS FREE GERMAN RADIO,
Jochen's managed to - b 48 = BROADCASTING FROM MOSCOW.
S e 7 ' WE CALL ON ALL GERMANS TO

8¢ - - TAKE UP ARMS AGAINST
NAZI BARBARISM.

HELLO, TURN IT UP A BIT
THIS IS _RAD/O PLEASE, UNCLE
BEROMUNSTER

HARRY.

IN SWITZERLAND.

7O FIND OUT MORE THAN THE NAZIS PERMITTED YOU TO i
KNOW, YOU HAD TO LISTEN TO FOREIGN RADIO STATIONS. IT WAS RISKY.
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"THIS
/S THE NATIONAL
PROGRAMME FROM
LONDON.”

“LISTENERS IN GERMANY,
WHAT | HAVE TO SAY TO YOU FROM
FAR AWAY MAY ALREADY HAVE BEEN
CONVEYED TO YOU BY OTHERS. NOW

YOU CAN HEAR ME SAY IT WITH
MY OWN VOICE - THE VOICE OF A
FRIEND, A GERMAN VOICE, THE VOICE
OF A GERMANY THAT IN THE PAST
PRESENTED - AND IN THE FUTURE
WILL AGAIN PRESENT - A FACE QUITE
DIFFERENT FROM THE GHASTLY
MEDUSA’S MASK INFLICTED
ON IT BY HITLERISM.”

“WITH
A MAN
LIKE HITLER THERE
CAN NEVER BE PEACE!
BECAUSE HE IS TOTALLY
INCAPABLE OF EMBRACING
PEACE, AND BECAUSE IT IS A
SICK, VILE LIE WHENEVER
HE SPEAKS

OF Ir. “TO WARN

YOU, DEAR FELLOW
GERMANS, IS SURELY TO
REINFORCE YOUR OWN
DIRE SUSPICIONS. | CAN

DO NO MORE.”
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“"WE ARE
NOW BRINGING YOU
A SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM
AMERICA ADDRESSED TO THE
GERMAN PEOPLE BY THOMAS MANN,
THE GREATEST GERMAN
AUTHOR OF THIS

CENTURY.”

“ITISA
WARNING
VOICE.”

“A
WARNING 1S
THE ONLY THING A
GERMAN SUCH AS |
CAN OFFER YOU
TODAY.”

“THIS
/S MOSCOW
CALLING!” “PAY
CAREFUL
ATTENTION,
GERMAN
SOLDIERS !

“WE ARE
BRINGING YOU A BRIEF
CALL TO ACTION FROM THE
MANIFESTO OF THE NATIONAL
COMMITTEE FOR A FREE
GERMANY.”

“THE FACTS SPEAK FOR
THEMSELVES: THE WAR IS LOST! IF THE
GERMAN PEOPLE CARRY ON BEING SPINELESS
AND GUTLESS ENOUGH TO LET THEMSELVES BE
HERDED INTO COUNTLESS BARRACKS, THEN HITLER
WILL FALL ONLY AT THE HANDS OF THE ALLIES.
AND THAT WOULD MEAN THE END OF OUR “IT WOULD

STATE AND OF OUR FREEDOM AS MEAN OUR FATHERLAND
A NATION.” BEING BROKEN

INTO PIECES.”

“IF THE GERMAN PEOPLE FIND THE COURAGE TO ACT,
HOWEVER, THEY WILL GAIN THE RIGHT TO DETERMINE THEIR OWN FUTURE AND
TO BE HEARD IN THE WORLD. THIS IS THE ONLY MEANS OF ENSURING THE SURVIVAL
OF THE GERMAN NATION AND SALVAGING ITS FREEDOM AND ITS HONOUR. A FREE
GERMANY: THAT IS OUR SOLE OBJECTIVE. SOLDIERS AND OFFICERS, WHEREVER YOU
MAY BE: YOU HAVE YOUR WEAPONS! STAY FULLY ARMED! BE BRAVE AND ORGANISE
YOURSELVES IN SECRET UNDER LEADERS FULLY CONSCIOUS OF THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES
AND AT ONE WITH YOU IN THE FIGHT AGAINST HITLER - THE ONLY PATH TO PEACE
AND TO THE RECOVERY OF OUR FATHERLAND. THE FIGHT FOR A FREE GERMANY
DEMANDS COURAGE, VIGOUR AND DETERMINATION - ESPECIALLY COURAGE! TIME
IS RUNNING OUT, ACTION IS NEEDED RIGHT NOW. ANYONE WHO STANDS BY HITLER
OUT OF FEAR, FAINT-HEARTEDNESS OR BLIND OBEDIENCE IS A COWARD HELPING TO
BRING CATASTROPHE UPON THE GERMAN NATION. BUT THOSE WHO SET THE NEEDS
OF THE NATION ABOVE THE ORDERS OF THE FUHRER AND DEVOTE BOTH LIFE AND
HONOUR TO THEIR PEOPLE ARE COURAGEQUS IN THEIR ACTIONS AND WILL HELP TO
SAVE THEIR FATHERLAND FROM THE DEEPEST IGNOMINY IN ITS HISTORY. LET US FIGHT
FOR OUR PEOPLE AND OUR FATHERLAND, AGAINST HITLER AND HIS WAR; FOR AN
IMMEDIATE PEACE; FOR THE DELIVERANCE OF THE GERMAN PEOPLE; FOR A FREE AND
INDEPENDENT GERMANY! - NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR A FREE GERMANY.”

<43 -



ﬁ —
JOCHEN KEPT US GOING. HE GOT US TO SHARE HIS (8 )
ENTHUSIASM FOR THE INDEPENDENCE MOVEMENT &
THERE WERE FIVE OF US. IN INDIA. HE COULD BE INCREDIBLY PERSUASIVE. :
- B".“ |
- T
_/ \ % / i }
~ A" -
% { Y
N~ o~ \
GERD, AN INTELLECTUAL TYPE AND THE SON OF A o)
JOACHIM - UP UNTIL THEN ONE OF THE BUSINESSMAN, INITIALLY INTENDED TO TURN US IN, BUT -
STAUNCHEST MEMBERS OF THE HITLER YOUTH HAVING THOUGHT IT OVER FOR A WHILE HE DECIDED THAT ~
AT OUR SCHOOL - BECAME HIS ADJUTANT. HE, TOO, WOULD TAKE PART IN THE LEAFLETING CAMPAIGN.
\
AN —
] 0=
=
iy
£ 70 BECIN WITH. TYPEWRITER. THE FIVE OF US WERE .. s THE ERFURT CELL OF THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR A FREE GERMANY.
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WE HELD OUR MEETINGS EITHER IN AN ATTIC ROOM AT THE LOCAL COMMERCIAL COLLEGE,
IN VARIOUS CAFES IN THE TOWN, OR ...
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GENTLEMEN,
| REALLY MUST ASK YOU TO
TURN THAT GRAMOPHONE DOWN.
I'VE HAD COMPLAINTS FROM THE
OTHER TENANTS. THIS IS A
RESPECTABLE LODGING HOUSE,
HERR BOCK.

SISTER OLGA, WE'LL MEND
\ OUR WAYS, | SWEAR WE WILL. OUR
SOLE AIM IN LISTENING TO THE
MUSIC WAS TO PREPARE OURSELVES
FOR MORE NOBLE ENDEAVOURS.

WHERE ARE THE OTHERS?

THEY SHOULD
BE HERE ANY
MINUTE.




GREETINGS, FELLOW
CITIZENS OF A FREE ; ” WOW, THAT'S TALKING

INDIA! -~ N MIGHTY BIG!

MY FOOT.
THIS IS
ABOUT

GERMANY.

YOU'LL HAVE TO TAKE DOWN SUBHAS BOSE IS MEANT TO INSPIRE US.
THAT PICTURE OF THE GURU, OR IT'S MAGNIFICENT THE WAY THE INDIANS ARE
WE'LL BE IN DEEP TROUBLE FIGHTING BACK AGAINST THE BRITISH. WE NEED
WITH SISTER OLGA. : TO START FIGHTING BACK AS WELL!

DO WE REALLY NEED TO INCLUDE ALL THAT STUFF
ABOUT THE ATLANTIC CHARTER?

OK, BUT
HOW'S THAT
SUPPOSED TO h
HAPPEN?

KARL, READ OUT WHAT WE'VE ,
PUT TOGETHER SO FAR! I'M ALL FOR IT - IT DEALS WITH THE RIGHT

OF NATIONS TO SELF-DETERMINATION.
BUT PERHAPS WE SHOULD ALSO THINK ABOUT
WE CALL UPON THE DECLARING OUR COMMITMENT

GERMAN PEOPLE TO DEMOCRACY.
70 ACT...

WE USE LEAFLETS! | HEARD ABOUT IT ON THE
RADIO. THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR A FREE o f . : ; '
GERMANY IS EVEN PROVIDING WORDING FOR US 5 / ; L BN . DEMOCRACY MEANS
TO DUPLICATE. THEY QUOTE GERMAN SOLDIERS, | 7 i CHAOS. I'M IN FAVOUR
AND THEY CERTAINLY KNOW WHAT'S WHAT! OF MILITARY RULE MYSELF.
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WE THOUGHT IT WAS HIGH TIME TO ACT. THE WAR HAD GONE FORTH FROM GERMANY,
AND TO GERMANY IT HAD NOW RETURNED.
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YOU'VE
COMPLETELY
RE-WRITTEN

!

< AND THAT
IT’S MUCH DEFINITELY HAS
700 COMPLICATED. 7O COME our!

WHERE ON EARTH
ARE WE GOING TO DISTRIBUTE
THE LEAFLETS?

€r’s rej,
1,
1ate ongm o O terror

Be

FIVE CLEAR,
STRAIGHTFORWARD
SENTENCES ARE ALL

THAT'S NEEDED.

I'VE HAD A
GOOD IDEA.

i "
ng Ofthjs ‘totay war’

4 nd ¢ > Lhe fap, » Whj
C & 1

O8nition Ofthe efbj]owmg;. €rs, the g,
Vérnmeny ;, 2] Atlang




THIS NI ARE YOU MAD:
KARL, YOU'LL END UP GETTING ALL OF US
VERSION IS NOW ,
GOING TO BE - A ) WHAT'S THAT SENT TO A CONCENTRATION CAMP!

- = YOU'RE
UPLICATED. -
DUPLICATED. K { -. TYPING?

NO, DAD, DON'T
DO THAT!
KARL AND GERD,
THAT'S GOING TO BE YOUR JOB.
THEN WE'LL SURREPTITIOUSLY DISTRIBUTE
THE LEAFLETS AROUND THE TOWN AND IN THE AREAS
WHERE COMMERCIAL COLLEGE STUDENTS LIVE. AND AT
THE SAME TIME, SEE IF YOU CAN RECRUIT NEW MEMBERS!

THAT'LL
BE THE END

AND WHAT
HAPPENS IF WE'RE
CAUGHT?

HOW DID THINGS GO
/N THE SURROUND-, TOMORROW,

ING AREA? e GENTLEMEN,
FINE - an ERFURT WILL

NO ONE WAS b, - WAKE FROM ITS
CAUGHT. SLUMBERS!
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