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Leander wanted to paint monkeys. Since he only knew about monkeys from books, he invited 

monkeys over to his house. And the monkeys came. 
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Lots of monkeys. Small monkeys, large monkeys, and medium-sized monkeys. Leander was 

delighted. He welcomed them in. 
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The monkeys were not delighted. “Hmmm!” each of them thought silently to themselves, 

“there’s only a single monkey here. And that’s me…” But that was the wrong way to think 

about it. 

 

 

 

A monkey is actually quite simple, it consists of a head (one), arms (two), legs (also two), 

fingers and toes (ten each), eyes (two), ears (two), nose (one), mouth (one), hair, lots of hair 

(you can't count it all). So far, so good.  

“What about the tail?” the Barbary macaque wanted to know. 
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Questions like that are wonderful to argue about! The ones without a tail said, “No! Nothing 

there! No tail!” 

But the others disagreed: “Yes, there is! Yes, there is!” 

And that was just the beginning! 

 

 

 

 

 


